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It is October, 2007, and the appropriately named October Newsletter of the CSAA is published on the CSAA site for your reading enjoyment. As the Newsletter goes live, of course, it arrives too early to be able to comment in hindsight on the results of the upcoming federal election in Australia, so we shall wait until the first Newsletter of 2008 to reflect on matters that at this present moment seem to be looming large on the horizon. Nevertheless, I think this air of anticipation has been a characteristic of much of the material that has been contributed for the Newsletter in the second half of 2007. Rather than a time of taking stock, perhaps, 2007 seems to have been a time for many of us in the business of Cultural Studies to take pause, bide our time, and cast curious glances into a crystal ball of Cultural Studies’s possible futures, post-2007, knowing that the upcoming election could have an enormous impact on these futures depending on which way the vote goes.
You will find more on those thoughts later, not only in the Editor’s Privilege column, but in other contributions as well. I make the observation here, in welcoming you to this issue of the CSAA Newsletter, more immediately as a way of alluding to the fact that a feature item intended for inclusion in this Newsletter is missing. The reader may recall that in the previous Newsletter, I indicated that a “state-of-play” snapshot of Cultural Studies activity would be included with this issue. That snapshot is not to be found here, unfortunately. I pass on my thanks to those who provided data, but must apologise that much of this will go unpublished on the premise that the data acquired was far from comprehensive at the time of compiling the current issue. Instead, I offer what I hope is a wide-reaching list of achievements in Cultural Studies in 2007 (new books and new awards, for example), as well as a guide to recent activity in the field with a healthy selection of Calls for Papers and Conference announcements. Enjoy.
Laurie Johnson

CSAA Newsletter Editor
johnsonl@usq.edu.au 
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October 2007

Sustaining Culture, the Cultural Studies Association of Australasia’s annual conference for 2007 is coming up in just 5 weeks. I hope to see you at UniSA over December 6th, 7th and 8th to discuss Cultural Studies’ relation to the issues of both environmental and cultural sustainability. Lecture theatres, national parks and graffiti art don’t usually have too much in common. It’ll be intriguing to see what happens when they’re all put into the same space. See further information at the web site: http://www.unisa.edu.au/com/CSAA/

The CSAA’s project is also about sustaining culture. We aim to sustain the practice and study of cultural studies in Australia. To this end, I have a particularly pleasing announcement to make. All of our members receive copies of Continuum: The Journal of Media and Cultural Studies, a journal in which many of us also publish, and which regularly features our conference proceedings (‘The UNAUSTRALIA Papers’ will be in your mailboxes in the next month or two). We have a very good deal with Routledge, Continuum’s publisher, which offers us this subscription at a substantially reduced rate. To date Continuum has published 4 issues a year. In 2008, the journal will shift to 6 issues a year, 3 of which will be set aside for special issues, such as the excellent ‘Mobile Phone Cultures’ issue from June of this year. At its teleconference in September, the CSAA executive voted to take up a recent Routledge offer to subscribe our members to all 6 issues, at a similarly reduced rate. Many thanks to Mark Gibson for negotiating this arrangement for us. 

There is a downside to this news unfortunately. To cover the increased cost of the subscriptions, and to ensure we keep the association financially viable into the future, we have raised the cost of membership dues to $60 for postgraduate and un- or underemployed, $100 AUD for employed New Zealand academics and $120 for employed Australian academics. We’ve managed to keep the rise in postgrad fees down to only $12, but the employed rate has shot up by $40 for Australian members ($20 for Kiwis, who can’t deduct the charge from their tax). These dues are automatically included in any three day CSAA conference registration. If you don’t make the conference, please remember to resubscribe over the website in the new year.

As well as covering the cost of subscriptions to Continuum, membership pays for various initiatives to keep the cultural studies community in Australia and New Zealand strong, including the recently announced CSAA bursary of $1500 AUD bursary for a project designed to further the practice of Cultural Studies in either Australia or New Zealand. Examples of activities the bursary has been designed to support include: the development of a cultural studies publication, the promotion of cultural studies in the public domain, the development of inter-institutional and international cultural studies links and the hosting of a cultural studies conference involving two or more institutions. 2 page submissions are due on November 15. Please drop me a line for any further information on paul.magee@canberra.edu.au.

Expect an announcement on CSAA forum in the next few days about another CSAA sustaining cultural studies initiative, the 2007 bursary for scholars without institutional support. This fund is designed to assist attendance at the annual conference of cultural studies scholars who are in that difficult transition stage between postgraduate study and academic employment. This too plays its role in sustaining the culture of cultural studies.

Looking forward to catching up in December!

Best

Paul Magee
CSAA President
CSAA Executive
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The Executive of the CSAA has undergone several changes since the last Newsletter, with the addition of a Postgraduate Representative, for which we now welcome Kiley Gaffney to the fray, and a switch in Publicity Officer duties with Anna Hickey-Moody agreeing to take on the role. The representative for South Australia has also moved on, and the position remains vacant at present. The names you will need to know now are:

President
Paul Magee
Paul.magee@canberra.edu.au
Vice-President
Mark Gibson
mgibson@central.murdoch.edu.au
Secretary
Belinda Morrissey
Belinda.Morrissey@canberra.edu.au 
Treasurer
Kristen Davis
kristen.davis@anu.edu.au
Web Editor
Laurie Johnson
johnsonl@usq.edu.au
Publicity Officer
Anna Hickey-Moody 
Anna.HickeyMoody@Education.monash.edu.au
Newsletter Editor
Laurie Johnson
johnsonl@usq.edu.au
Representatives:
ACT
Ann Willis
ann.willis@canberra.edu.au
NSW
Katrina Schlunke
katrina.Schlunke@uts.edu.au
QLD
Christy Collis
c.collis@qut.edu.au
SA
Position currently vacant
Tas
Jason Bainbridge
Jason.Bainbridge@utas.edu.au
Vic
Anna Hickey-Moody    Anna.HickeyMoody@Education.monash.edu.au
WA
Amanda Third
a.third@murdoch.edu.au
NZ / Aotearo
Wendy Parkins
wendy.parkins@stonebow.otago.ac.nz
Postgraduate 
Kiley Gaffney
k.gaffney@uq.edu.au 
State Report – Tasmanian Cultural Studies 


In the past my predecessor and I have written about the way Cultural Studies has informed the growth of programs in media studies, gender studies, Asian studies and English at the University of Tasmania, often in spite of the fact that Cultural Studies does not exist as a distinct major at the University (and has not since the late 1990s) and is rarely referred to as “Cultural Studies” by name, absorbed into larger groupings (at least at this University) like media and postcolonial studies. 

In the past my predecessor and I have spoken positively about the way Cultural Studies continues to flourish in a wide array of projects and I am pleased to say that this year I can once again point to the work being done by Elle Leane in her work on Antarctica; myself, Craig Norris and Nicola Goc in our work on media; Lucy Tatman and Yvette Blackwood in their work on gender; Vic Burrows in her work on whiteness and trauma; Eleni Pavlides in her work on multiculturalism; Phillip Meade in his work on Australian literary culture; Sarah Gillman in her work on media victims and trauma; Rosie Dub in her work on the uses of narrative; Damian McIver in his work on the changing culture of documentary filmmaking; and Adam Russell in his work on French and comparative literature. 

But increasingly I am aware of the lack of Cultural Studies here: in how some projects seem to slip through the gaps in the disciplines; in how some research higher degree students feel as though they don’t quite fit; in how some work seems to be abstracted from the wider culture simply because it cannot be called “Cultural Studies.” And as we are the only university in the state, that is a rather grim pronouncement for Cultural Studies in Tasmania. 

For all of you involved in Communications, or Cultural Studies, or who have ever read Harry Potter (or, God forbid, simply seen one of the films) you know that there is a power in names – and when something is not named as such then some of that power is taken away. The lack of Cultural Studies here, its shadowy existence as the Discipline-that-must-not-be-named, reminds me of how important it truly is and how we must never take it for granted. Some say Cultural Studies is too wide-ranging and too imprecise, but that is precisely its strength. Without it our investigations and conclusions are limited by disciplinary boundaries and the questions we need to ask of the wider culture go unasked and unanswered.  Cultural Studies encourages us to undertake larger analyses of the cultures of which we are a part and enables us to address them directly; without it we are made smaller, abstracted and limited. 

Please don’t read this report and think that it is a negative one. At worst, it is a cautionary tale. At best it is an example of how Cultural Studies continues to survive in spite of its lack of visibility. And somewhere in-between I hope it reminds you of how important Cultural Studies remains. Because you don’t really miss it until it’s gone.   

Jason Bainbridge
CSAA Representative for Tasmania
Postgraduate Column 


Hi everyone, I’m the new postgraduate representative. I am a third year doctoral candidate in cultural studies at UQ and am hoping to set up an ongoing forum for communal concerns in what I consider to be the increasingly professionalised realm of postgraduate life. Please let me know what you think that might involve. 

With such a dispersed population, I’d like a space on the website for both informal and formal discussions for postgraduates. Often in some of the smaller Schools, Cultural Studies candidates can feel distanced from a CS scholarly community and an online forum could offer a nice point of contact and support. This could lead to some future collaboration co-editing journals, organising conference panels and an ongoing exchange of ideas. Although we have the general forum, it can be a little intimidating for some postgraduates to post to a broad academic audience (I waited til third year) and I think a postgraduate space might defuse that. 

Trying to manage a thesis, teaching, publishing and the administrative experience necessary for most early career positions places us under increasing pressure. Sometimes it even feels as though the discovery and contemplation of the thesis is now a luxury that we cannot afford. I tend to ruminate that every other postgraduate is working ten times harder and more efficiently than me. Although these are the concerns of postgraduate life in general, they undoubtedly reflect on the quality and content of our work as Cultural Studies practitioners and our (potential) future as academics.

Debates about the structure, demands and viability of the PhD have recently appeared in The Australian’s Higher Education supplement and have piqued my interest in getting senior academics more involved in co-authoring articles and mentoring postgraduates. Of course, this raises the issue of the ethics and demands of academic labour in the contemporary academic workplace but this is such an important apprenticeship of the field that is being lost in the process. When advanced study options in Cultural Studies are not always an option in our Schools, sometimes these collaborations might be the only access we have to senior academics outside of the obligatory supervision. 

This brings me to the CRN’s “sustaining cultural research” cultural research beyond the academy (communication strategies and skills) at the UniSA December 5, 2007. What a great precursor to the conference. I hope as many postgraduates as possible are contributing to the CSAA conference this year. My first ever paper was as a finishing honours student at the CSAA conference in Fremantle and I had such wonderful support and feedback. It’s inspiring to discover the diverse research being undertaken in Cultural Studies in Australia and I figure we postgraduates bring a valuable injection of wonder and engagement with the field that keeps it fresh. 

One last thing, I’ve started a facebook group just for postgraduates and early career researchers, called the Cultural Studies Postgrad Network Australia. I hope everyone will come along, have a look, and think of something to add: 
http://uqedu.facebook.com/group.php?gid=5246907093
Kiley Gaffney

k.gaffney@uq.edu.au 
CSAA Bursary 

The Cultural Studies Association of Australasia is pleased to announce that bids are now open for the $1500 AUD bursary which the association will award to a project designed to further the practice of Cultural Studies in either Australia or New Zealand (preferably both).

Examples of activities the bursary might support include: development of a Cultural Studies publication, promotion of Cultural Studies in the public domain, development of inter-institutional or international Cultural Studies links, hosting a Cultural Studies conference involving two or more institutions, etc.

Our preference will be for 
1) Projects that strengthen connections between New Zealand and Australian Cultural studies and 
2) Projects that involve early career researchers, postgraduates and/or scholars without institutional support. The project should occur in the twelve months following award of the bursary (though special cases will be considered).

Applicants should submit a 2 page proposal, comprising a 1 page project description and a 1 page budget. The description should give a clear indication of the nature of the project, its participants, and expected outcomes. The budget should fully itemize all financial inputs and expenditures – even if provisional – for the project as a whole. Applicants must be members of the CSAA.

Please email proposals to Paul Magee <paul.magee@canberra.edu.au> by 15 November, 2007. The bursary will be decided by the CSAA executive, and the winning application announced at Sustaining Culture, this year’s annual conference, at UNISA, December 4-6, 2007. The executive reserves the right to defer the bursary if no suitable proposals are submitted.

Centre for Cultural Research Symposium

In the Pipeline: New directions in cultural research on water, July 19-20, 2007

The In the Pipeline Symposium, hosted by the Centre for Cultural Research, was held on July 19-20 on the Parramatta campus of the University of Western Sydney. The 85 attendees came from a number of Australian universities, government departments and other organisations (such as water utilities), and included three international speakers from the UK and one from South Africa, and a good mix of senior, mid-career, and early career researchers and postgraduates. The risks of holding a conference in the depths of winter became apparent as a few speakers made late withdrawals due to colds and flu, but despite fewer speakers there still didn’t seem to be enough time for all the discussions and questions people raised in sessions. 

After a welcome from the Director of the Centre for Cultural Research, Prof. David Rowe, a lively opening address by Prof. Elizabeth Shove from Lancaster University presented work by herself and collaborators Dr Will Medd and Dr Heather Chappells on “The Dynamics and Hydraulics of Everyday Life”. She made the point that the conventional residential demand management focus on how to make ‘green’ the brand of choice for individual consumers was only touching the tip of the iceberg, and did not address background issues, such as the kinds and levels of consumption required for consumers to be ‘normal’ in society. Moreover, a focus on figures of ‘average’ per capita consumption unhelpfully blurred differences in household practices.  Rather than emphasise the characteristics of average consumers, her injunction was to “follow the pipe” and look at the diversity of practices taking place at the end of it.  

There were intriguing points of connection between Prof. Shove’s keynote and the three plenary papers following it – especially on issues of relations to water infrastructure: Assoc. Prof. Gay Hawkins (University of New South Wales) examined what the fad for bottled water reveals about our “infrastructural imagination”; Dr Zoë Wilson (University of KwaZulu-Natal) critiqued the emphasis on neo-liberalism and privatisation compared to issues around “who gets water and why”; and Dr Sarah Bell (University College, London) analysed differences in how drought was constructed in the UK compared to understandings of it here in “the driest continent”.

For the rest of the Symposium, there were 25 papers presented in two parallel sessions covering themes such as cultural differences in values and water management, design concerns, infrastructure and governance, and creative ways of engaging with communities around water issues. Some panels worked very well to bring together people with related concerns and inspire stimulating discussions. The final plenary raised the important point that water research needs to be not just ‘interdisciplinary’ but also ‘inter-sectoral’, and include input from cultural and social researchers in partnerships with relevant industries, appropriate government agencies, and engineers, as well as different kinds of smaller or ‘intermediary’ organisations or businesses (e.g. horticultural industry groups, hardware chains, etc). 

There are many water conferences held annually in Australia by various scientific and professional groups, but feedback indicates that what made Pipeline  particularly valued by participants was that it brought together a wide range of people enthusiastic to meet with others who shared concerns with the cultural, social and political dimensions of water issues. 

Speakers were invited to send their papers for uploading onto the Pipeline website http://www.uq.edu.au/crn/pipeline/index.html. There are plans to publish some papers in the September edition of the Australian Water Association journal Water, and possibilities are currently being explored for an edited collection with an international press. There is also the possibility of creating a network of water cultures researchers under the auspices of the Australian Water Association.

An additional satellite In the Pipeline event was also rganised prior to the main symposium. “Factoring in the Social”, a workshop on sociotechnical research, was hosted by the University of Western Sydney Hawkesbury Provost, Assoc. Prof. Shelley Burgin at the UWS Hawkesbury campus on 17 July, 2007. The workshop featured short presentations by Prof. Elizabeth Shove and Dr Sarah Bell.   

Key points raised by Elizabeth Shove included the importance of enlarging the boundaries defining problems: for example some apparently social barriers to user participation turn out not to be social issues, but arise just because that is how the world is (systemic institutional, industrial arrangements, etc). STS [Science, Technology and Society] had to go beyond social-material ethnographies of practices, and studies of particular ‘things’, and to also look at ‘deaths’ as well as ‘arrivals’ of practices, and study systems of things, not just single objects. 

Sarah Bell outlined her interest in the question of engineering as a social process and practice. She highlighted how many engineers and technologists responded to public resistance with the idea “if only the public had our knowledge, they would think like us”. It was, therefore, important to find better and more direct processes for them to engage with and address people’s concerns, and to be more critical and questioning about their commissioned projects.  

Participants, who included honours and postgraduate students, academics and other professional researchers, enjoyed a stimulating discussion on a range of questions related to these points and other issues in their own projects. 

The main Symposium event was generously sponsored by the UWS Centre for Cultural Research (CCR), as well as the ARC Cultural Research Network, the Australian Academy of Humanities, and the Australian Water Association. The excellent work of administration staff at the CCR ensured the smooth running of the event. 

For further information please contact Zoë Sofoulis at pipeline@uws.edu.au or z.sofoulis@uws.edu.au. See also the Pipeline website:

http://www.uq.edu.au/crn/pipeline/index.html 
Zoë Sofoulis

University of Western Sydney
Asian Australian Identities Conference

AAI 2: The 2nd Asian Australian Identities Conference, Melbourne, 27-30 June 2007.

In 2006, Jacqueline Lo and Tseen Khoo secured funding to create the Asian Australian Studies Research Network (AASRN: www.asianaustralianstudies.org). The flagship event for the newly minted AASRN was “AAI 2: The 2nd Asian Australian Identities conference.” A postgraduate workshop at ANU House, which included facilitators such as Lo (ANU), Dean Chan (Edith Cowan U) and David Walker (Deakin U), preceded the conference proper and allowed postgraduate students the opportunity to garner intensive feedback on their projects. The conference itself hosted keynote speakers Suvendrini Perera (Academic, Curtin U), Penny Wong (Senator, SA), William Yang (Artist/Photographer, Sydney) and Tony Ayres (Filmmaker, Melbourne). 

For more information about AAI 2, its photos and reports, visit the post-conference webpage at www.asianaustralianstudies.org/event_aai2-reports-photos.html
Tseen Khoo

Monash University

Editor’s Privilege

I don’t think I was imagining the general mood of optimism and enthusiasm coming out of the last CSAA Conference in Canberra. The irony of having Jacques Rancière speak on “dissensus” and the vagaries of modern democracy inside Parliament House while the division bell sounded in our ears was not lost on those attending, and I think it is fair to say that the same mood carried over the whole conference. There was a sense of mucking in and fighting the power from within power’s own backyard. Yet I don’t think I am imagining another very different general mood, only ten months on and on the eve of an election that may determine a significant shift in the balance of power in the national capital of Australia.
As a discipline, Cultural Studies has in the past been prone to regular attacks of navel-gazing. The UnAustralia conference left us with no such abdominal contemplations, save perhaps for the odd ailing liver. Cultural Studies seemed suddenly to be both in the national interest and interested in nation. Subsequent events have, of course, seen a very particular expression of interest in Cultural Studies at a national level, one that has also demanded a rather different form of navel-gazing. 2007 will be remembered by many of us as the year of the RQF. This exercise has involved a kind of gazing to which many of us in Cultural Studies are unaccustomed: suddenly, the State is taking a very detailed interest in the research profile of the Universities, and Universities are in turn taking a very detailed interest in the research performance of the individual, so Cultural Studies practitioners are finding themselves having to justify their research in terms of “quality” and “impact” to laypersons at the level of both institution and State. 
This brings me to another issue that has continued to be of concern to practitioners of Cultural Studies: the ability to present what we do to non-academic audiences. In the CSAA mailing list this year, we have seen several discussions concerned with a role for Cultural Studies in the public domain, and this of course follows on from the much publicised – albeit negatively, and in such a way that may not lead us to conclude that any publicity is good publicity – “Emma Dawson” debate of 2006. It seems to me that the issue of a public presence for Cultural Studies is not unrelated to the difficulties of an RQF exercise for many of us in the business. I think the RQF may seem a source of unease for many practitioners of Cultural Studies precisely because we remain as yet incapable of presenting our work to the public without sounding like the scientist who tries to convince a group of fungal spores of the value of researching fungi and spores. So it seems to me that the enthusiasm that came out of the UnAustralia conference at the end of 2006 has been held in check to some degree by a rather familiar difficulty – establishing public presence – coupled with a new one: becoming an object of public scrutiny. Perhaps, this is the challenge that Cultural Studies must finally address if it is to continue to demand a legitimate place in the academy in years to come, and it is a challenge that can no longer be deferred by casting our gazes toward our own navels. While I will be unable to attend the 2007 CSAA conference – and for this I bid all my dear friends and colleagues in the Association all the very best in absentia – I do hope that the enthusiasm of the 2006 conference can be recaptured, redirected, and, perhaps most appropriately, sustained. I suspect that this challenge presents a rare window of opportunity. Rather than shy away from the public scrutiny to which Cultural Studies is being subjected, the opportunity now exists to face such scrutiny head on, to say to a non-academic audience that we do not view culture as a Petri dish; rather, we view culture from the inside. We study culture but we also participate in culture, such that a practitioner of Cultural Studies knows only too well that culture can never be studied from outside of culture. The mistake we make is to assume that culture can never be studied from outside of Cultural Studies.
Using my editorial privilege, then, I call on those who will be attending the Sustaining Culture conference in December to work on developing newer and better ways for the practitioner of Cultural Studies to touch base with the public as a “key stakeholder” – for want of a better term – as well as a field of investigation. Regardless of who holds power post-election this year, it is clear that no discipline will be able to exist in ivory tower luxury any longer, as knowledge gives way to accountability as a primary factor in academic activity. For Cultural Studies to be sustainable beyond 2007, it will need to adopt a public face as a matter of course rather than as a task to be performed only under duress. We must therefore meet the press, seek out non-academic publishers, build blogs, get active in the school curriculum, and, yes, even embrace the RQF.
Laurie Johnson
CSAA Newsletter and Web Editor

Sustaining Culture: CSAA Conference 2007


Cultural Studies Association of Australasia (CSAA)

 Annual Conference 2007 

School of Communication, University of South Australia, Adelaide, December 6-8 2007

In 2007 the School of Communication at UniSA celebrates its 30th anniversary of the accreditation of the first Australian BA degree in Communications in 1977. As part of our celebrations we are proud to host the CSAA Annual conference. Some of the key issues to be considered:
· sustaining cultural diversity

· culture and a sustainable environment

· sustaining healthy societies

· sources of sustenance

· planning sustainable spaces

· social and cultural inclusion and reconciliation

· next generation sustainability

· sustaining cultural research
Plenary speakers include:
Associate Professor Julian Agyeman, Tufts University, Boston USA 
Professor Tony Bennett, Open University UK
Professor Stuart Cunningham, Director, QUT 
Steve Hemming, Flinders University

Associate Professor Daryle Rigney (Ngarrindjeri), Flinders University
Professor Stephen Muecke, University of Technology, Sydney
Dr Zoe Sofoulis, University of Western Sydney

Professor Celia Lury, Goldsmiths College, University of London

For more information on registration, venue, accommodation, and program, see the Sustaining Culture web site: < http://www.unisa.edu.au/com/CSAA/default.htm>

ARC Cultural Research Network Presents:

“sustaining cultural research”

Cultural research beyond the academy (communication strategies and skills)

UniSA December 5, 2007

Following on from the success of 2005’s prefix: a postgraduate and early career researcher professional development day, the postgraduate and early career researcher node of the ARC Cultural Research Network invites you to participate in sustaining cultural research: cultural research beyond the academy (communication strategies and skills), a unique professional development event tailored specifically for cultural studies postgraduates and early career researchers, and supported by the ARC Cultural Research Network.  Held the day before Sustaining Culture, the CSAA annual conference, sustaining cultural research will connect postgraduates, scholars without institutional support, and early career researchers with established academics in the field, who will share experiences in relation to a range of topics.  Sessions include:

· dealing with the media

· getting an op ed piece printed/regular column

· talking to government and industry 

· public speaking skills

· responding to public criticism of cultural research

· getting a publisher for your book

· “know your enemy”: key think tanks and how to engage in policy debates

· “know your friends”: funding options beyond the usual suspects 

· public intellectualism

Confirmed speakers so far include Professor Stuart Cunningham (QUT), Associate Professor Catherine Lumby (University of Sydney), and Professor Graeme Turner (University of Queensland). The event is free, includes lunch, and is open to all postgraduates and early career researchers working in the field of cultural studies.  For further information or to register for participation, contact the convenors, Susan Luckman and Emily Potter, at crn@unisa.edu.au. To be eligible to take part, please register your interest no later than 9 November 2007, as places are limited.

Calls for Papers

7th Association for Cultural Studies

International Crossroads in Cultural Studies Conference

University of the West Indies

Jamaica, July 3-7, 2008

The Caribbean could well be regarded as one of the first crossroads of the modern era, where Africa and Asia met Europe on Amerindian soil. The conditions were a forced and bitter crucible. The results of that encounter contributed not only to the making of the modern world but also to the dynamism that is central to all the cultures of the Western Hemisphere.

Of Sacred Crossroads

Being a site of conquest, dislocation, crossings, enslavement and rebellion, but also of memory and survival, hope of return, culture-building, in-between-ness, and immense creativity and heritage, the Caribbean is a relevant site for hosting the 7th International Crossroads in Cultural Studies Conference, under the theme Of Sacred Crossroads.

Contemporary emphasis on materialism and consumerism as measures of our humanity, arising from the unbridled excesses to which science and technology have been sometimes put, is of growing concern, putting under duress the intangibles embodied in the values by which we live as human beings. Out of these concerns has sprung deepening dialogue at the interface between science and spirituality. UNESCO’s celebration of the intangible heritage of humankind is a timely reminder that civilizations rise not only on great edifices, monuments and artefacts that defy time, but also on those moments of ‘livity’, or human relationships, that last only as long as they are lived, without which human life would have little meaning.

Of Sacred Crossroads captures many of these concerns in a manner that allows for the broadest of interpretation and accommodation across disciplines and forms – religion, art, dance, song, oratory, healing, re-creation, performance, ritual, belief systems, ethics, globalization, and communication, among others. 

Key themes for the Conference include: Rituals of arrival and contact; Crossings—the art of the crossroads; Spirituality and identity; Language rituals; Globalization and the spirit; Indigenous spiritualities; Rituals of conflict - rites of rebellion; Virtual realities; virtual spiritualities; (Spiritual) Tourism; Rituals, substances and sacred geographies; The spirit of music; Cultures of reconciliation; Storytelling; Crossroad deities and divination; Geographies of the body and spirit.

All abstracts of no more than 150 words in length are being accepted via the website at www.crossroads2008.org. The absolute deadline for submission of abstracts for consideration by the programme committee is Friday, November 30, 2007. 

Please note that accepted session proposals can be viewed on the website. Potential participants are invited to view the list of accepted sessions and send abstracts to the organizers of open panels if there is a fit with your paper. Additional sessions will be created based on the papers proposed. If your paper proposal is accepted you will receive notification no later than February 1, 2007. Papers for presentation should be no more than 8 or 9 pages long and ready for a 20 minute (maximum) presentation during the conference.

For further details on the Conference or on the Cultural Studies Initiative and Programme at the University of the West Indies, Mona Campus, please email: crossroads_2008@yahoo.com 
Activating Human Rights and Peace: A Universal Responsibility

An International Conference, 1-4 July 2008

Byron Bay Community and Cultural Centre, NSW, Australia

Following on from the notion that human rights is a praxis of negotiating and ameliorating human vulnerability, and giving “voice to human suffering” as Upendra Baxi has put it, this conference is seeking panels that address areas where the intersection, interconnection, interdependence and interface of power, identity, belonging and place are crucial to understanding such a notion.
Cultural Studies is well placed as an approach to activating human rights given its critical and contextual investigation of culture. As human rights have become a norm of international moral, legal and political language, impacting on everyday life in complex (local and global) ways, and entrenched in cultural forms and in the new technoactivist corporate model, cultural studies practitioners are challenged through the purpose and meaning of their pedagogy and research activities. The 1946 UNESCO declaration that “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed,” remains a resilient conceptual lens through which to bring practical change to culture and its content.
We are inviting papers that take a Cultural Studies approach to activating human rights and peace in relation to issues such as terrorism, transitional justice, sexual exploitation, gender inequity, ageism, ableism, virtual belonging, whiteness, Australian values, queerness, critical pedagogy, polyversity, relativism and universalism, Buddhism, and the ecocultural. The kaleidoscope of issues that can be examined from a cultural studies approach is open.
It is envisaged that these papers will provide a valuable forum to engage activist, field worker, theorist and scholar in critical and contextual encounters shared by a common concern for human vulnerability. Details on submission of abstracts can be found on the web site: http://www.scu.edu.au/research/cpsj/human_rights/index.html. Send proposals for 20-25 minute papers, with a 200-word abstract by 26 January 2008. 

The conference will have a mix of plenary sessions with invited papers, and panel sessions. The conference organisers welcome papers from scholars, researchers, postgraduates, activists, community groups and policy makers. 
This conference is hosted by the Centre for Peace and Social Justice, Southern Cross University; in collaboration with the Hawke Research Institute's Centre for Peace, Conflict & Mediation, University of South Australia; the Australian Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Queensland, and NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad, India, and the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, Australia.

ANZCA 2008, Power and Place
Cultural Studies will be firmly on the agenda at next year’s Australian and New Zealand Communication Association Conference, to be held in Wellington, July 9-11 2008. The theme of the conference is Power and Place, and will address issues such as culture and power; spatial politics and the foregrounding/backgrounding of voices; contested sites; appropriation/reclamation of iconic sites; naming; rhetoric and power; gender, place and power; technologies, sites, and power; research and power; post-colonialism; biculturalism; multiculturalism; emplacement/displacement; power, place and democracy; ethics; negotiation, dialogue, and power; and many more.  

Cultural Studies is always a lively and popular stream at ANZCA conferences. In 2008, in addition to a stream specifically dedicated to ‘critical perspectives on culture, discourse, or communication’', we are delighted to announce a keynote address from Professor Jennifer Craik (Professor of Communication and Cultural Studies at the University of Canberra, and Adjunct Professor of Fashion and Textiles at RMIT University, Melbourne).  Jennifer's extensive publications and research cover cultural studies, cultural and media policy, tourism and fashion, including the books, The Face of Fashion: Cultural Studies in Fashion (Routledge, 1994), Resorting to Tourism: Cultural Policies for Tourism Development in Australia (Allen and Unwin, 1991) and Public Voices, Private Interests: Australia's Media Policy (Allen and Unwin, 1995). Recently, she published Re-Visioning Arts and Cultural Policy: Current Impasses and Future Directions (ANU e-Press, 2007) and has just completed another book, Fashion: The Key Concepts (Berg, 2008). 
Jennifer will join two other keynotes, both experts on power issues in their fields: Professor Maxwell McCombs (internationally known for his authorship of agenda setting theory and his ongoing work on media power); and investigative journalist Nicky Hager, whose bestselling books exposing behind-the-scenes power manoeuvres have been credited with changing the political landscape in New Zealand.  

See more information at http://anzca08.massey.ac.nz/ and join us in Wellington, Aotearoa, for ANZCA08. 

Convergence, Citizen Journalism & Social Change:
Building Capacity

University of Queensland, Brisbane, March 25-27, 2008

The era of the digital has led to the problematisation of a number of issues once taken for granted: for example, understandings of the nature, practices and objectives of journalism. While traditional journalism remains a significant institution in the Asia-Pacific region, new forms of journalism – from blogs to online news services - have begun to offer audiences new sources for news and new opportunities for self-expression. This raises questions about what is journalism in the context of an era in which traditional notions and practices of journalism are continually challenged, matched, or complemented by an explosion of digital practices, insurrections and resistances both within and outside mainstream media organisations. It also questions what it means to be a citizen in a digital era characterised by trans-national multiple flows of images, people, resources, in which our sense of place and time is being radically restructured by rapid technological innovations and consequent cultural and social dislocations. 
As well as providing the space to interrogate theory, this theme offers an opportunity to interrogate the practices and pedagogies of the analogue and digital eras which inform our ways of thinking and doing – for example teaching and research into journalism and communication practice and their relation to social change, as well as broader media policy and practice which enables diverse social groups to gain a voice and stake in the social change process. While there is, for instance, evidence of the changes that are directly and indirectly impacting on the scope and practice of journalism as a result of a variety of public/citizen communication practices, we are less sure of the sustainability of such practices, and of the relationship these practices have to mainstream journalism and media policy. In this context of change, it makes sense to explore capacities required for the next generation of media, communication and journalism students, and the pedagogies needed to nurture citizen journalism and other forms of community media. 

For submission details, see http://www.uq.edu.au/sjc/docs/amisjc.pdf
“Derrida Today”

Sydney, July 10-12, 2008

Recently, Derrida studies have been dominated by the commemorative and retrospective. However, Derrida Today will focus on the ongoing value of Derrida’s work to the political-ethical, cultural, artistic and philosophical futures that confront us. Keynote speakers include Catherine Malabou, Andrew Benjamin, and Martin McQuillan.
The conference will be broadly interdisciplinary and invites contributions from a range of academic and cultural contexts.We will accept papers and panel proposals on any aspect of Derrida’s work or deconstruction in relation to various topics and contemporary issues, such as: philosophy and other theoretical/philosophical thinkers, literature, psychoanalysis, architecture and design, law, film and visual studies, art, photography, embodiment, feminism, race and whiteness studies, politics, ethics, sociology, cultural studies, queer theory, sexuality, education, science (physics, biology, medicine, chemistry), IT and multimedia, etc.  
Individual Participants: submit 200 word abstracts for a 20 minute paper (with 10 minute discussion time) 

Panel Proposals: Panels will consist of 3 papers of 20 minutes each (with 30 minutes discussion time). Panel organizers should submit an overall panel proposal of 300 words, plus individual abstracts of 200 words for each paper.

Proposals to Nicole Anderson and Nick Mansfield: DTconference@scmp.mq.edu.au by 15 November 2007. For further information about the conference go to the conference website at: http://www.ccs.mq.edu.au/derridatoday/index.php 
The theme of the conference is based on the new journal Derrida Today, the first issue of which will be launched at the conference. Participants will be invited to submit article length versions of their papers for consideration for publication in the journal: http://www.eup.ed.ac.uk/journals/content.aspx?pageId=1&journalId=12856
Other Conference Announcements


Australian Critical Race and Whiteness 

Studies Association 2007 Conference: 
Transforming Bodies, Nations & Knowledges

Adelaide, South Australia, 10 –12 December, 2007

Since 1999 there have been a series of yearly conferences held in Australia, united by their critique of race privilege and attention to matters of Indigenous sovereignty. These conferences have encouraged and supported the development of a rapidly growing body of Indigenous voices and knowledges within the Australian academy as well as an increased focus on issues of race and whiteness. This year’s conference will be held in Adelaide, South Australia, and will encourage continued reflection upon issues of racial power and privilege in local and global contexts where Indigenous sovereignties continue to be denied, and in which whiteness maintains hegemony. It continues an explicit focus on issues of sovereignty and the importance of ensuring spaces for open, supportive dialogue.

The 2007 ACRAWSA conference, Transforming Bodies, Nations & Knowledges, draws on the aforementioned history of interventions into the cultural politics of race and whiteness both in Australia and internationally. The notion of “transforming” signifies a commitment not only to examining and critiquing existing practices of dominance and discrimination, but also to the ways in which these have been challenged and transformed and continue to be so in the present and into the future. The conference seeks to address ways in which processes of transformation mutually implicate bodies, nations and knowledges. 

For information on conference details and conference publications, see the conference web site: http://www.conference2007.acrawsa.org.au
DEMANDING THE IMPOSSIBLE: THE THIRD AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE ON UTOPIA, DYSTOPIA AND SCIENCE FICTION

Centre for Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies, 
Monash University, Clayton Campus, Melbourne, Australia 
5-6 December 2007

In December 2001 the University of Tasmania hosted a successful conference around the theme of Antipodean Utopias. In December 2005 Monash University hosted a second conference, around the theme of Imagining the Future, to mark the long-awaited publication of Archaeologies of the Future, Fredric Jameson’s full-length monograph on utopia and science fiction. This third conference will return to the question of how we imagine the future and whether such imaginings remain open to the unforeseeable. Jameson famously concludes that utopia is “a meditation on the impossible, on the unrealizable in its own right.” Hopefully, the conference will play some small part in prompting similar such meditations on the impossible. 
Conference Website: http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/lcl/conferences/utopias3/ 
Screenscapes: Past Present Future

University of Sydney

November 29 - December 1, 2007

The proliferation of screens is a signature feature of modern and contemporary life. Screens located on computer, cinema, television or mobile platforms offer possibilities for entertainment, communication, art, manipulation and surveillance, creating new forms of identity, community, expression and social control. These developments in turn have created a rich and rapidly changing set of research initiatives within and across academic fields. Screenscapes: Past Present Future offers a space for the examination of these and other issues, including the creation of screen communities and identities, the remediation of screen technology into other cultural forms, the history and future of screen technology, aesthetics, audiences, developments in mobile screens, and the use of screens in visual and data surveillance.

Keynotes speakers are Professor Sean Cubitt (University of Melbourne) and Professor David Trotter (Cambridge University). Other confirmed speakers include Professor Peter Kuch (University of Otago), Professor Gerard Goggin (University of New South Wales), and Professor Julian Murphet (University of New South Wales).

All enquiries to Dr Peter Marks: peter.marks@arts.usyd.edu.au 
Recent Achievements

Completed PhDs
Emma Felton (Griffith University). Becoming Urban: A Social and Cultural Study of Urban Change in Brisbane is a study of Brisbane’s emerging urbanism, with a psycho-social and experiential focus. Brisbane is undergoing a significant period of its development as the city is transformed, both materially and imaginatively, from a regional town into an emerging city. I argue that this transition has major socio-cultural implications: Brisbane’s emerging urbanism is situated in a tension between its parochial, inward-looking past and its future — its development as a postmodern city, discursively framed as open, inclusive and tolerant to difference. Underpinning both assertions is the understanding that the city is a discursive space, in which discourses inform types of identifications and attachments that people develop with space and place. 
Loretta Wing Wah Ho (University of Western Australia). Loretta completed a PhD in Asian Studies in March 2007, and is now an Honorary Research Associate there.  Research interests include: Gender and sexuality studies in contemporary China; coming out in Chinese cyberspace/Internet research in China; the discourse of suzhi within the Chinese same-sex community; male-male prostitution; and discourses about “money boys.” Loretta is also interested in the emergence of neo-nationalism in today’s China. She recently published an article on gay space in Chinese cyberspace in the journal China Aktuell, and she has a forthcoming book with Routledge.

Vincent O’Donnell (RMIT). September, 2006. An Investigation of the Dynamics of Cultural Policy Formation: The States’ Patronage of Film Production, 1970-1988. It details the creation and development of the state film corporations over two decades and the demise of several of those organisations.  The chapter on Queensland is of particular interest.
Georgia Blain (University of Western Sydney). 2007. Births, Deaths, Marriages (Essays and Dissertation).

Kaaren Blom (University of Western Sydney). 2006. Rhetorics of Risk Aftershock: a cultural analysis of the Canberra Hospital Implosion.
Nick Collyer (Southern Cross University). 2006. Visceral to Digital: Biomedicine and the Sacred.
Rob Garbutt (Southern Cross University). April 2007. ‘Locals Only’: Placing claims on originality.

Susan Goff (University of Western Sydney). 2006. The Value of Participatory Practice to Sustainability.
Rebecca Housel (University of New South Wales). 2007. My Truth Women Speak Cancer: The Narrative of Pathogynography.

Katrina Jaworski (University of South Australia). 2007. The Gender of Suicide.
Ngaire McCubben (University of Western Sydney). 2006. Living Cultural Diversity in Regional Australia: An Account of the town of Griffith.
Louise North (University of Tasmania). December 2006. The Gendered Newsroom: Embodied subjectivity in the changing world of media.
Andrew Padgett (Monash University). 2006. The Genealogy of Postmodernism's Ethical Aesthetics.
Katherine Russo (University of New South Wales). 2007. Practices of proximity: Indigenous Australian appropriations of writing, the English language and visual art. 
Shane Smithers (University of Western Sydney). 2006. The Evolution of Ideas and their Function: A General Theory of Ideology.
Dinesh Wadiwel (University of Western Sydney). 2006. Lubricants and Power: Violence, Sovereignty and Erotic Hope.

Andrew Watts (University of New South Wales). 2006. Fragments of a Former Moon: a creative writing thesis centering on metaphors of geographical and cultural exile.

Recent Publications

Emily Potter, Alison Mackinnon, Stephen McKenzie and Jennifer McKay eds. Fresh Water: New Perspectives on Water in Australia (Melbourne University Press, 2007).
 

Is water a resource or is it the source? Is it something to be consumed or does it have a life of its own? This timely collection of essays addresses the critical and contentious issue of water in Australia today. Recent histories of environmental misunderstanding and exploitation shadow our current regime of water management and use. Drought is widespread. While governments grapple with how to respond, the situation worsens. There is something amiss in current approaches to water. 
Fresh Water: New Perspectives on Water in Australia suggests a need to radically rethink our relationship with this fundamental substance. Contributors from a range of fields, from anthropology and Indigenous studies to environmental design and visual arts, discuss the various ways in which we are caught up with water, and challenge us to take up the cultural transformations that underpin a sustainable ecological future. 

Dr Emily Potter is an ARC Postdoctoral Fellow in the Faculty of Architecture, Building and Planning, University of Melbourne. 
Alison Mackinnon is Emeritus Professor in the Hawke Research Institute, University of South Australia.
Dr Stephen McKenzie is an independent scholar based in the Solomon Islands.
Jennifer McKay is Professor of Business Law at the University of South Australia.
Deborah Staines, ed. Interrogating the War on Terror: Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Cambirdge Scholars Publishing, 2007).

Interrogating the War on Terror presents a critique of contemporary war culture and politics, introducing a range of political, philosophical, legal, artistic and social perspectives on a devastating war. Bringing together contributors from the United States, UK and Australia – implicitly dissenting from within the Coalition of the Willing – this volume explores the discourses and cultural effects of the current “war on terror”. Contributions by philosophers, sociologists, and law and literature scholars raise questions about neo-conservatism, freedom, security and the new legitimation of torture, and demonstrate how this war brings political and discursive power to bear on democracy, human rights and individuals in places as far-flung as Iraq, Bali, and the U.S. Artworks by internationally renowned war artist George Gittoes, and several essays by cultural theorists return a critical emphasis to the role of visual media, affect, gender and popular culture in understanding and rethinking war.

What the reviewers said:
“This collection is a brilliant contribution to the burgeoning literature on the ‘war on terror’. Thoughtful, poignant, and elegantly constructed, the authors offer fresh, interdisciplinary perspectives on some of the most important questions of our times.” Joanna Bourke, History, Birkbeck, University of London. 
“What kind of imagination, what sort of reasoning made possible the proclamation of a ‘war on terror’ so vaguely defined that it could never end? Without condescension or self-righteousness, the essays in this book look for answers to the catastrophe of US foreign policy as it responded to the events of 9/11. This is rhetorical analysis at its most persuasive: passionate, eloquent, deadly serious, and seeking hard to make sense of a counter-terror that mirrors its opponent.”
John Frow, Culture and Communications, University of Melbourne.

See the book promotion at this site:
http://www.c-s-p.org/Flyers/Interrogating-the-War-on-Terror.htm
David Carter and Anne Galligan, eds. Making Books: Contemporary Australian Publishing (University of Queensland Press, 2007). 
Includes essays by the editors plus Simone Murray, Mark Davis, Tom O'Regan among other academics & industry professionals.
Gibson, Mark. Culture and Power: A History of Cultural Studies (Berg and UNSW Press, 2007).

Devleena Ghosh and Stephen Muecke, eds. Cultures of Trade: Indian Ocean Exchanges (Cambridge Scholars Press, 2007).

Anna Hickey-Moody and Peta Malins, eds. Deleuzian Encounters: Studies in Contemporary Social Issues (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007).

Marivic Wyndham. A World Proof Life: Eleanor Dark, a Writer in her Times, 1901-1985 (UTSePress, 2007). http://hdl.handle.net/2100/390 
On-Line Journal
The special edition of the ACRAWSA (Australian Critical Race and Whiteness Studies Association) e-journal on the “BorderPolitics of Whiteness” is now available on-line. This edition has been edited by Lara Palombo and Maria Giannacopoulos and includes essays by Suvendrini Perera, Joseph Pugliese, Lara Palombo, Maria Giannacopoulos, Jennifer Nielsen, Elaine Laforteza, David Singh, and Robinder Kaur Sehdev.  It also re-produces poetry by Anita Heiss, Tony Birch, Nor Faridah Abdul Manaf, Ouyang Yu and a Testimonial of life in immigration detention by Mina. The edition focuses on the operations of borders and whiteness through analyses of law, geopolitics, history, racial violence and citizenship. For more information go to: http://www.ejournal.acrawsa.org.au or contact the editors: Lara.Palombo@adelaide.edu.au
mariagia@optusnet.com.au
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