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Draft media release.30 March 2005
National award for its contribution to Australian culture as the radio program Arts Alive approaches its eight anniversary.
The radio program, Arts Alive, produced with the support of the School of Applied Communication, at RMIT University, has received national recognition for making 'An Outstanding Contribution to Australian Culture'.  The award was made by the Centre for Australian Cultural Studies, a joint initiative of the University of New South Wales, and the University of Canberra.

Arts Alive has been heard on member stations of the Community Radio Network, since 14 April 1997, now on the SBS digital radio service, and is published and distributed on CD by The Aboriginal Program Exchange.  Its national audience includes a substantial Indigenous listenership.

The Vice-Chancellor, Professor Chris Whitaker, writing to congratulate the program-makers said 'Arts Alive provides students with the type of educational experience we hope all students will have.  Programs and enterprises such as these provide students with much needed professional and technical skills, but the also teach students the importance of team work, problem solving and cooperation.'

Students and former student participating in a volunteer capacity for the whole of 2004 were Nicole Findlay, Nina-Marie Petrik, Jess Myles, Kate Stowell, Vincent Fok, Fiona Parker, Luke Dykes, Sean Kennedy, Anna Brain and Vincent O'Donnell.

Students contributing content as part of course work (Third year journalism) were Jason Gillick, Melissa Clark, Alison Lee-Tet, Sean Kennedy, Merrin Rose, and Bianca Natasha from the TAFE sector participated as part of work attachment/work experience program.
Since the program first went to air on 14 April 1997, the program-makers have raised $123,500 in state and Commonwealth grants to fund distribution and out of pocket expenses incurred in producing the program.  The School of Applied Communication has provided access to facilities.

The past four episodes can be found at www.artsaliveradio.com 
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